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Wedding Reception Music Planning Sheet

I want your wedding experience to be memorable in the right way. Music is an important part from the background dinner music to the special events to the dancing. Answering a few simple questions can help with the order of events and song selections. There are no rules written in stone that you must follow. The table below is a guide to help with the planning.
The Wedding Ceremony  FORMCHECKBOX 
 will;  FORMCHECKBOX 
 will not be held at the same location as the Reception.
The Reception is planned to last       hours.

The Wedding colors are      .

	I
Want
	Event
	Explanation/Suggestions

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Introduction of
Bride and Groom
(Song Choice)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 By Best Man    FORMCHECKBOX 
 By MC/DJ

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Receiving Line
(Music Style Choice)
	The Bride, Groom and their parents stand in line by the door to receive the well wishes of their friends. Can be held at the Ceremony or the Reception or neither.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Cocktail Social Period
(Music Style Choice)
	This often occurs while the guests are waiting for the Bride and Groom’s appearance and/or while the Receiving Line takes place.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Announcement of Meal
	This can be an organized approach to buffet table access. Traditionally the Bride and Groom are first, followed by the Wedding Party and the parents of the Bride and Groom. Sometimes people with small children are invited at this point before the other guests join in. A table-by-table approach is also frequently used.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Dinner Music
	Music Style Choice (i.e.; Jazz, Classical, Soft Rock)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Toasts
	Traditionally the Best Man gives the first toast as soon as everyone at the head table has finished eating. The best man should coordinate with the caterer and DJ to assure the guests have sparkling wine or cider for the toast before it is given. The Maid of Honor is next, followed by parents and other wedding party members. The microphone can then be turned over to the other guests if you wish.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Cake Cutting
(Song Choice)
	The cake cutting may happen at any time throughout the Reception. It most frequently occurs after the toasts, just before the bouquet and garter tosses or after the special dances. This event should be coordinated with the DJ and photographer.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Bouquet Toss
(Song Choice)
	Takes place on the dance floor with MC calling out eligible young women. This event should be coordinated with the DJ and photographer.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Garter Toss
(Song Choice)
	Takes place on the dance floor with MC calling out eligible Bachelors. This event should be coordinated with the DJ and photographer.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	First Dance
(Song Choice)
	The first dance with the Bride and Groom should be the first dance of the reception. It can last for an entire song or can be choreographed with the Bride’s father to cut in part way through or with the beginning of the next song.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Father-Daughter Dance
(Song Choice)
	This dance can take place separately or simultaneously with the Mother-Son dance. It can also be choreographed as an extension of the first dance.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Mother-Son Dance
(Song Choice)
	This dance can take place separately or simultaneously with the Father-Daughter dance.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Wedding Party Dance
(Song Choice)
	This dance should be a little livelier to prepare the other guests for dancing. A transition song would be a good choice. Often at the end of this dance the wedding party members are encouraged to go out and bring another guest to the dance floor. This can be an ice breaker.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Open Dancing
(Music Style Choice)
	There will be a good mix of faster and slower music to allow for multi-generational dancing. The information below will help the DJ with his song choices:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Ethnic Dances?      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Group Participation Dances? (i.e.; Macarena, Electric Slide)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Money Dance? This dance takes place late in the reception.

Bride’s favorite song:       

Bride’s least favorite song:       

Bride’s favorite music style:       

Groom’s favorite song:       

Groom’s least favorite song:       

Groom’s favorite music style:       

Must play songs:     

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Last Dance
(Song Choice)
	This is usually a slow dance and is done just before the Bride and Groom leave. Other guests may join with the Bride and Groom’s permission. However, a clearing should be left for the Wedding Couple. Many times the remaining guests will form a circle around the dancers and hold hands.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Departure of
Bride and Groom
(Song Choice)
	Here’s where you throw the flower petals, bubbles, bird seed, etc.


There are several good websites with information on wedding planning. I recommend: 
www.elegala.com/pdf/Wedding_Planning_Workbook.pdf.
To hear samples of a song selection, go to amazon.com and search by song title or artist. You can the preview the choice.
Wedding Introduction Planner

These names need to be listed as you want them used.
	Relationship
	Name


	Bride
	     

	Groom
	     

	Bride’s Mother
	     

	Bride’s Father
	     

	Groom’s Mother
	     

	Groom’s Father
	     

	Maid/Matron of Honor
	     

	Best Man
	     

	Bride’s Maid
	     

	Groom’s Man
	     

	Bride’s Maid
	     

	Groom’s Man
	     

	Bride’s Maid
	     

	Groom’s Man
	     

	Bride’s Maid
	     

	Groom’s Man
	     

	Bride’s Maid
	     

	Groom’s Man
	     

	Bride’s Maid
	     

	Groom’s Man
	     

	Bride’s Maid
	     

	Groom’s Man
	     

	Bride’s Maid
	     

	Groom’s Man
	     

	Flower Girl
	     

	Ring Bearer
	     

	Minister/Benediction By
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     


Itinerary Planner
	Use this guide to order the events for your reception.

Event
	Est./Approx.
Time
	Coordinating Party/Notes

	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	    Min.
	     

	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	    Min.
	     

	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	    Min.
	     

	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	    Min.
	     

	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	    Min.
	     

	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	    Min.
	     

	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	    Min.
	     

	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	    Min.
	     

	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	    Min.
	     

	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	    Min.
	     

	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	    Min.
	     

	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	    Min.
	     

	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	    Min.
	     

	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	    Min.
	     

	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	    Min.
	     

	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	    Min.
	     

	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	    Min.
	     

	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	    Min.
	     

	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	    Min.
	     

	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	    Min.
	     

	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	    Min.
	     

	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	    Min.
	     

	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	    Min.
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